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Chapter 154  

TRESPASSING 

Sections: 

154-1 GOING UPON PROPERTY OF ANOTHER WITHOUT PERMISSION 
154-2 INVESTIGATION OF TRESPASS BY OTHERS 
154-3 PEEPING OR SPYING INTO DWELLINGS 
154-4 ENTERING CEMETERY BY OTHER THAN A GATE 
154-5 ENTERING CEMETERY AT NIGHT 
154-6 ENTERING UPON CHURCH OR SCHOOL PROPERTY AT NIGHT 
154-7 ENTERING UPON PROPERTY FOR PURPOSE OF CAUSING DAMAGE 
154-8 POLICE DEPARTMENT AS AGENT FOR FORBIDDING TRESPASSING 
154-9  TRESPASSING AT THE BOAT LANDING 
154-10 TRESPASSING ON THE SHENANDOAH RIVER DAM 
 
Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Front Royal 3-11-85 (Chapter 30 of the 1965 Code).  Other 
amendments noted where applicable.   

154-1  GOING UPON PROPERTY OF ANOTHER WITHOUT PERMISSION 

A.    If any person shall, without authority of law, go upon or remain upon the lands, buildings or 
premises of another, or any part, portion or area thereof, after having been forbidden to do so, 
either orally or in writing, by the owner, lessee, custodian or other person lawfully in charge 
thereof or after having been forbidden to do so by a sign posted on such lands, buildings, 
premises or part, portion or area thereof at a place where it may be reasonably seen, he shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than five hundred ($500.) or by confinement in jail not exceeding twelve (12) months, or 
by both such fine and imprisonment. 
 
B.    This section shall not be construed to affect in any way the provisions of Section 29-170 of 
the Code of Virginia. 

154-2  INVESTIGATION OF TRESPASS BY OTHERS 

If any person shall solicit, urge, encourage, exhort, instigate or procure another or others to go 
upon or remain upon the lands, buildings or premises of another, or any part, portion or area 
thereof, knowing such other person to have been forbidden, either orally or in writing, to do so 
by the owner, lessee, custodian or other person lawfully in charge thereof of knowing such other 
person to have been forbidden to do so by a sign posted on such lands, buildings, premises or 
part, portion or area thereof at a place where it may reasonably be seen; or if any person shall, on 
such lands, building, premises or part, portion or area thereof, prevent or seek to prevent the 
owner, lessee, custodian, person in charge or any of his employees from rendering service to any 
person not so forbidden, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.) or by 
confinement in jail not exceeding twelve (12) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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154-3  PEEPING OR SPYING INTO DWELLINGS 

If any person shall unlawfully enter upon the property of another, in the nighttime, and secretly 
or furtively peep through or attempt to so peep into, through or spy through a window, door or 
other aperture of any building, structure or other enclosure of any nature occupied or intended for 
occupancy as a dwelling, whether or not such building, structure or enclosure be permanently 
situated or transportable and whether or not such occupancy be permanent or temporary, such 
person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

154-4  ENTERING CEMETERY BY OTHER THAN A GATE 

If any person shall climb into or enter in any other manner than by the gates or entrances 
provided for that purpose any graveyard or cemetery in the corporate limits, he shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor. 

154-5  ENTERING CEMETERY AT NIGHT 

If any person, without the consent of the owner, proprietor or custodian, shall go or enter, in the 
nighttime, upon the premises, property, driveways or walks of any cemetery, either public or 
private, for any purpose other than to visit the burial lot or grave of some member of his family, 
he shall be guilty of a trespass and, upon a conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than 
twenty-five dollars ($25.). 

154-6  ENTERING UPON CHURCH OR SCHOOL PROPERTY AT NIGHT 

It shall be unlawful for any person, without the consent of some person authorized to give such 
consent, to go or enter upon, in the nighttime, the premises or property of any church or upon 
any school property for any purpose other than to attend a meeting or service held or conducted 
in such church or school property.  Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a trespass and, upon conviction, shall be fined not less than five dollars ($5.) nor more 
than twenty-five dollars ($25.). 

154-7  ENTERING UPON PROPERTY FOR PURPOSE OF CAUSING DAMAGE 

It shall be unlawful for any person to enter the land, dwelling, outhouse or any other building of 
another for the purpose of damaging such property or any of the contents thereof or in any 
manner to interfere with the rights of the owner, user or the occupant thereof to use such property 
free from interference.  Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

154-8  POLICE DEPARTMENT AS AGENT FOR FORBIDDING TRESPASSING 

Any owner of real property within the Town of Front Royal may designate in writing that the 
Front Royal Police Department and any of its officers and patrolmen shall be a "person lawfully 
in charge of the property" for the purpose of forbidding other persons to go or remain upon 
specifically designated property of the owner as provided for in Section 154-1 of the Front Royal 
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Municipal Code and Section 18.2-119 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended.  Such written 
designation shall be made in the following manner: 
 
A.  The Front Royal Police Department shall publish a written designation form containing the 
owner's name, address, home and work telephone numbers, the address, tax map, and any other 
pertinent description of the real property about which the Front Royal Police Department is to be 
designated as the "person lawfully in charge of the property", the names of any specific 
individual(s) who the Front Royal Police Department is authorized to forbid to go or remain 
upon such designated property, any other conditions or circumstances upon which the Front 
Royal Police Department is authorized to forbid any person(s) not specifically named in advance 
from going or remaining on such designated property, and the duration of the authorization the 
Front Royal Police Department to act as such person lawfully in charge of the property. 
 
B.  The Front Royal Police Department shall maintain all such written designations in a 
permanent file or notebook, which shall be available to any interested person for viewing or 
copying upon reasonable request. 
 
C.  The Front Royal Police Department shall create a "Notice Not to Trespass" which will advise 
persons in writing not to go or remain upon specifically designated real property as authorized in 
this section. 
 
D.  Each officer or patrolmen in the Front Royal Police Department shall be issued an updated 
list of such designated properties, specifically named individuals, and conditions and 
circumstances, and written Notices Not to Trespass to serve on persons subject to this ordinance. 
 
E.  No person shall be forbidden to go or remain on the real property of another or to be 
prosecuted therefore if such person is able to produce written consent of the owner of a property 
for such person to go or remain thereon. 
 
(Ord. 15-02 Added Entire Section 8-12-02-Effective Upon Passage) 

154-9  TRESPASSING AT THE BOAT LANDING 

A. The hours of operation for the Town-owned property located at the western end of Luray 
Avenue, commonly known as the "Boat Landing" shall be each day from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. 
from November through March of each year, and from 7:00 A.M. to 11:00 P.M. from April 
through October of each year. Any person who shall go upon such real estate without lawful 
reason or excuse at times which are outside of the said hours of operation shall be charged with a 
violation of Section 154-1 of this Code, and shall, upon conviction, be punished as therein 
provided. 
 
B. Nothing in this Section shall apply to persons or organizations who have obtained a Permit 
under Chapter 72 of this Code while such Permit is in effect. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-08 Added Entire Section 9-22-08-Effective Upon Passage) 
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154-10  TRESPASSING ON THE SHENANDOAH RIVER DAM 

A.  Any person who shall walk upon, use, or touch the Town-owned dam on the North fork of 
the Shenandoah River, located just east of the U.S. Route 340/522 bridge, shall be guilty of 
trespassing on Town property and, upon conviction, shall be punished as provided in Section 
154-2 of this Code. 
 
B.  The Town Manager shall cause appropriate signage and, where required, buoys, to be 
installed upon the dam and in the areas above and below the dam and on the banks immediately 
adjacent to the dam, all as described in Section 29.1-509(F) of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as 
amended, which shall give notice to the general public of the provisions of subsection (A) hereof 
and which shall warn the public of the hazards posed by the dam. 
 
(Ord. No. 11-09 Added Entire Section 11-9-09-Effective Upon Passage) 


	Chapter 154
	TRESPASSING
	154-1  GOING UPON PROPERTY OF ANOTHER WITHOUT PERMISSION
	154-2  INVESTIGATION OF TRESPASS BY OTHERS
	154-3  PEEPING OR SPYING INTO DWELLINGS
	154-4  ENTERING CEMETERY BY OTHER THAN A GATE
	154-5  ENTERING CEMETERY AT NIGHT
	154-6  ENTERING UPON CHURCH OR SCHOOL PROPERTY AT NIGHT
	154-7  ENTERING UPON PROPERTY FOR PURPOSE OF CAUSING DAMAGE
	154-8  POLICE DEPARTMENT AS AGENT FOR FORBIDDING TRESPASSING
	154-9  TRESPASSING AT THE BOAT LANDING
	154-10  TRESPASSING ON THE SHENANDOAH RIVER DAM


