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Chapter 78

FIRE PREVENTION

Sections:

78-1 OPEN BURNING

78-2 BLASTING

78-3 ADOPTION OF STANDARDS; CONDITIONS

78-4 WHEN AND WHERE COPIES AVAILABLE

78-5 MODIFICATIONS

78-6 APPEALS

78-7 NEW MATERIALS, PROCESSES OR OCCUPANTS
78-8 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

78-9 RECOGNITION

Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Front Royal 4-23-73(Chapter 10 of the 1965 Code). Other
Amendments noted where applicable.

78-1 OPEN BURNING

A. It shall be unlawful for any owner or lessee of land to set fire to or to procure another to set
fire to any woods, brush, logs, leaves, grass, debris or other flammable material upon such land
unless he previously shall have taken all reasonable care and precaution, by having cut and piled
the same or carefully cleared around the same, to prevent the spread of such fire to lands other
than those owned or leased by him. It shall also be unlawful for any employee of any such
owner or lessee of land to set fire to or to procure another to set fire to any woods, brush, logs,
leaves, grass, debris or other flammable material upon such land unless he shall have taken
similar precautions to prevent the spread of such fire to any other land.

B. During the period beginning March 1 and ending May 15 of each year, even though the
precautions required by the foregoing subsection shall have been taken, it shall be unlawful for
any person to set fire to or to procure another to set fire to any brush, leaves, grass, debris or field
containing dry grass or other flammable material capable of spreading fire, located in the Town,
except between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 12:00 midnight. The provisions of this subsection
shall not apply to fires set on rights-of-way of railroad companies by their duly authorized
employees.

C. Any person violating any provision of this section shall, upon conviction, be fined not less
than ten dollars ($10.) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100.) for each separate offense.

78-2 BLASTING

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any blast to be discharged, either by himself or his
agents or employees, without having the blast so confined or protected as to prevent the escape
of rock or earth.
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78-3 ADOPTION OF STANDARDS; CONDITIONS

There is hereby adopted as the Fire Prevention Code of the town, for the purpose of prescribing
regulations governing conditions hazardous to life and property from fire or explosion, that
certain code known as the "Fire Prevention Code," recommended by the National Board of Fire
Underwriters, being particularly the 1960 Edition thereof and the whole thereof, and such Fire
Prevention Code is hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein; and,
from the date on which the Code of the Town of Front Royal, Virginia, shall take effect, the
provisions thereof shall be controlling within the limits of the town, provided that:

A. Whenever the word "municipality” is used in the Fire Prevention Code hereby adopted, it
shall mean the Town of Front Royal.

B. Wherever the term "Chief of the Fire Department™ is used in the Fire Prevention Code hereby
adopted, it shall mean the Building Inspector.

C. Wherever the term "Corporate Counsel” is used in the Fire Prevention Code hereby adopted,
it shall be held to mean the Town Attorney.

D. The limits referred to in Section 12.6b of the Fire Prevention Code hereby adopted, in which
storage of explosives and blasting agents is prohibited, shall be as provided by the Council.

E. The limits referred to in Section 16.22a of the Fire Prevention Code hereby adopted, in which
storage of flammable liquids in outside aboveground tanks is prohibited, are hereby established
as the fire limits of the town.

F. The limits referred to in Section 16.51 of the Fire Prevention Code hereby adopted, in which
new bulk plants for flammable liquids are prohibited, shall be as provided by the council.

G. The limits referred to in Section 21.6a of the Fire Prevention Code hereby adopted, in which
bulk storage of liquid petroleum gas is restricted, shall be as provided by council.

H. In the event of conflict between the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code hereby adopted
and the provisions of any other ordinance of the town, the more stringent provisions shall
prevail.

78-4 WHEN AND WHERE COPIES AVAILABLE

Copies of the Fire Prevention Code adopted by Section 78-3 may be obtained at the office of the
Building Inspector in the town during regular business hours.

78-5 MODIFICATIONS

The Building Inspector shall have power to modify any of the provisions of the Fire Prevention
Code adopted by Section 78-3 upon application in writing by the owner or lessee, or his duly
authorized agent, when there are practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict letter
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of such Fire Prevention Code, provided that the spirit of such Fire Prevention Code shall be
observed, public safety secured and substantial justice done. The particulars of such
modification, when granted or allowed, and the decision of the Building Inspector thereon, shall
be entered upon the records of the Fire Department, and a signed copy shall be furnished to the
applicant.

78-6  APPEALS

Whenever the Building Inspector shall disapprove an application or refuse to grant a permit
applied for, or when it is claimed that the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code adopted by
Section 78-3 do not apply or that the true intent and meaning of such Fire Prevention Code have
been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the person aggrieved may appeal from the decision of
the Building Inspector to the Town Council within thirty (30) days from the date of the decision
from which the appeal is taken.

78-7 NEW MATERIALS, PROCESSES OR OCCUPANCIES

The Town Manager, the Chief of the Fire Department and the Building Inspector shall act as a
committee to determine and specify, after giving affected persons an opportunity to be heard, any
new materials, processes or occupancies which shall require permits, in addition to those now
enumerated in the Fire Prevention Code, adopted by Section 78-3. The Building Inspector shall
post such list in a conspicuous place in his office and distribute copies thereof to interested
persons.

78-8 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

A. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of the Fire Prevention Code adopted by
Section 78-3 or fail to comply therewith or who shall violate or fail to comply with any order
made thereunder or who shall build in violation of any detailed statement of specifications or
plans submitted and approved thereunder and from which no appeal has been taken or who shall
fail to comply with such an order as affirmed or modified by the Town Council or by a court of
competent jurisdiction, within the time fixed herein, shall severally for each and every such
violation and noncompliance, respectively, be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of
not more than five hundred dollars ($500.) or by imprisonment for not more than twelve (12)
months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. The imposition of one (1) penalty for any
violation shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue, and all such persons shall be
required to correct or remedy such violations or defects within a reasonable time; and, when not
otherwise specified, each ten (10) days that prohibited conditions are maintained shall constitute
a separate offense.

B. The application of the above penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal of
prohibited conditions.
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78-9 RECOGNITION

The Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department, Incorporated, and its rescue squad are hereby
recognized as an integral part of the official safety program of the Town.
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